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Holiday Traditions

Create holiday memories that will last through the generations..

Mamie's
Christmas
Sugar Cookies

o 62-95-2
IS Mamie Doud Elserhower
May 23, 1958
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1/2 cup butter 1 tsp. vanilla
1 cup sugar 1/2 tsp. salt
2 egg yolks 1 tsp. baking powder
1 Tbs. cream 1 1/2 cup flour

Mix and sift flour, baking powder an
salt. Cream butter, add sugar slowly
and cream until fluffy.

Stir in well-beaten egg yolks and
vanilla extract.

Add sifted dry ingredients alternatel
with the cream.

Chill for one hour, roll and cut in any
desired shape.

Sprinkle with sugar before baking.

Bake in a moderate oven (350 or 37 >
degrees) for 10 to 12 minutes.

-Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library & Museum
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Set a Day for
Christmas Baking!
Young and Old can't
resist decorating (and
eating) Christmas
Goodies.

Have a gift exchange,
whether it's with
friends, family, co-
workers or neighbors,
Get into the Giving
spirit.

Go see a Play or
Production. Nothing
like singing, dancing,
and an uplifting
message to get you
in the spirit of things.

Read Part of The
Christmas Story or
personal favorite
Christmas book each
night finishing your
story on Christmas
Eve.

Have A Family night
by the fire. Drink Hot
Cocoa, and curl up
around the fire while
playing board games,
with the ones you
hold dear.

Go Light-Seeing! Get the
gang in the car and drive
around town enjoying all the
festive decorations and
lights.

Plan a trip to the mall. You
can go see Santa, Check off
some people on your List,
Enjoy the Holiday Displays,
and work off some of those
Holiday extra pounds.

Have Christmas Karaoke
Night. What better way to
enjoy all the holiday music
then to hear your friends
and family display their best
(or worst) version of the
song.

Spread the cheer by
donating food, clothing or
toys to the less fortunate.
Many stores and churches
hold donation drives this
time of the year.

Decorate your socks off!
Pick a day to clear the
house and hang all the
trimmings on the tree,
fireplace and roof.
Decorating the house makes
it feel like Christmas!
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Toy Safely &N

CPSC Releases Top Three Tipsfor a Safer Holiday Toy Shopping
and Playing Experience
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Holiday Decoration Safety Tips

New data shows toy recalls declining, while toy injuries are increasing.
*  Which Toy for Which Child — Always choose age
appropriate toys.

* Gear Up for Safety — Include safety gear whenever shopping
for sports-related gifts or ride-on toys, includisigycles,
skates, and scooters

* Location, Location, Location — Be aware of your child’s
surroundings during play. Young children shouldidymaying
with ride-on toys near automobile traffic, poolspomds. They

also should avoid playing in indoor areas assodiefiéh .
hazards such as kitchens and bathrooms and in raitms Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or

corded window blinds. cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose
connections. Discard damaged sets or repair them
Her e are some safety stepsthat consumers can take while shopping ~ before using.
this holiday season:
Scooters and other Riding Toys — Riding toys, si@aeds, and Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, housdswal
in-line skates go fast, and falls could be deadblmets and  or other firm support to protect from wind damage.
safety gear should be worn properly at all ime$ e sized to Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights

ft. per single extension cord.
¢ Small Balls and other Toys with Small Parts — Haldren

younger than age three, avoid toys with small partsch can  Turn off all lights on trees and other decorations
cause choking. when you go to bed or leave the house. Lights could

° Ba||00nS - Ch”dren can Choke or Suﬁocate on deﬂa)r Short and start a f”'e_ Never use electrlc ||gh|'t$o
broken balloons. Keep deflated balloons away frbitdeen metallic tree

younger than eight years old. Discard broken bakoat once.

* Magnets — For children under age six, avoid bugdnplay  The tree can become charged with electricity from
sets with small magnets. If magnets or pieces midlgnets are faulty lights, and any person touching a branch
swallowed, serious injuries and/or death can occur. ' . .

could be electrocuted! To avoid this danger, use
colored spotlights above or beside a tree, never
fastened onto it!

Indoors or outside, use only lights that have been
tested for safety. Identify these by the label fraxm
independent testing laboratory.

Oncethe giftsare open:

* Immediately discard plastic wrappings or other paikg on
toys before they become dangerous play things.

* Keep toys appropriate for older children away frgsanger . . . ; .
siblings. lights with their bright colors and bubbling

* Charging batteries should be supervised by adDhargers movement can tempt cur!ous children to break
and adapters can pose thermal burn hazards to yhildgen.  c@ndle-shaped glass, which can cut, and attempt to

Pay attention to instructions and warnings on batteargers.  drink liquid, which contains a hazardous chemical.
Some chargers lack any mechanism to prevent oveyiciga

Keep “bubbling” lights away from children. These

Along with educating the public, CPSC is committedvorking with foreign
and domestic toy manufacturers, importers, andleesgo help them
understand and comply with these requirements videiéping their doors open
and their businesses competitive.
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A Look Back At 2010 And 5 Reasons Why NOW Is Absolutely The Time To Buy

Real estate is a cyclical business. Whether itfsiist) from a buyers to a sellers market; a seltera buyers market or even from the
Summer months to the Winter ones - the nationallacal real estate landscape is ever-changingtbissyear we watched the real estate
landscape rise and fall. Take for example, thé-fise homebuyer tax credit which received mucHaiotearlier this year as it helped to
stimulate the sales of homes during an otherwade starket. We even witnessed several extensiahex@gransions on the tax credit bece
of its success in increasing home ownership irfthiged States. As a result of the tax credit - asghredicted sales were on the rise and
economy appeared to be trending toward stabilimafiblen July statistics hit and existing home sdtepped sharply, while home prices
continued to gain.

Since then, the media has focused on the doomlanchgf a few housing statistics that only représeportion of the picture. As an expert
real estate agent in your local market, I'm happietl you that, for the right individual, owningh@me is still one of the best investments
you can make in your lifetime.

And now couldn’t be a better time to buy. Lawreivaea, Chief Economist of he National Association of Realtors®, couldn’t agree more.
Not too long ago, he said “Home buyers over the pasr got a great deal, and buyers for the balahtds year have an edge over sellers.
Affordability could reach a generational high thesar because of rock-bottom mortgage interest,ratdged partly by the Fed'’s very
accommodative monetary policy.”

If you're waiting to buy a home, | urge you to takeninute to consider the following benefits of imgynow - there may not ever be a better
opportunity than the one we presently face to paseta home.

1. Affordability

Housing affordability is at a generational high drad been steadily stabilizing since the boom yef?806. Affordability, as measured by
the median mortgage payment as a percentage ohmbdusehold income, continues on a downward tremelaning home ownership is
within reach for more Americans.

2. All-time low mortgage rates
Rates are reaching generational lows due to mgnptdicy and won't stay there for long. If you taikéo consideration the decrease in h
prices, you have good credit, and you can put maiesyn on the home, buying now, instead of latea, good option.

3. Therearelotsof deals

Recently, theNational Association of Realtors® put total inventory at 4 million homes. Of thdsames, nearly 40 percent are estimated to be
foreclosures. These aren’t your run-down foreclageoh homes, eithetinfortunately, many homeowners fell underwatettair mortgage
due to the decline in the economy. As a buyer, igoable to help them get out from under a home tlagnt afford and into a home for a
great price.

4, Sellersareready to negotiate

When supply exceeds demand - which has been teg@masome time now - buyers gain the upper hanmggotiations. Current supply of
homes are up, which means that homes could padtgrgitton the market for an extended period ofdirtf a seller needs to move quickly
due to a job relocation, or because they can ngeloafford their home, they’ll most likely compédte your business on a monetary level.

5. Ahh, the American Dream

As I'm sure you've heard, owning a home is onehefbest investments you can make. It's absolutal. Even during the decline in the
economy, a recent Fannie Mae study revealed theg than half of Americans still consider housindg#a safe investment! If you plan to
stay in your home for several years - enough tionétfto appreciate in value or more than five geathen there’s really never a BAD time
to buy a home.

Warren Buffet, a great investor, once said: “Beegsewhen others are fearful and fearful when othegsgreedy.” Buying a home IS an
emotional endeavor, and always takes careful pfenand preparation. If you're confident in yourlepito purchase a home - don't wait -
demand always catches up with supply - after mdht estate is a cyclical business.
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