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How do | prepare to survive

a disaster?

Getting ready for a hurricane or other disaster comes down to three basic steps:

1»

information.

Connect to emergency

Determine
your risk.

)

Plan &
prepare.

3

Hurricane season is June 1 to Nov. 30. Learn what you need to know. Then plan and prepare—and replace panic with peace of mind.

How will | know when something is happening?

Connect to emergency

information by identifying
at least two places you can

count on to get news and
important updates.

o Alert Pinellas. Sign up to receive emergency
notifications via phone, text or email
at www.pinellascounty.org/alertpinellas.

o Ready Pinellas app. Personal assistance
with preparedness planning, evacuation
zone lookup, checklists for when a storm is
approaching and more.

e The Pinellas County website. During an
emergency visit www.pinellascounty.org for
hurricane news and links to evacuation maps,
shelter information and more.

e Citizen Information Center. Call (727) 464-4333
for information before, during and after the storm
or other county emergencies (only open during
emergencies).

o E-News. Emails about county news. Sign up at
www.pinellascounty.org/news_subscription.htm.

© NOAA Weather alert radio. Receive automatic
alerts from the National Weather Service when
dangerous weather is in your area.

e Follow us on social media:
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
pinellascountynews) for general county
information, breaking news, preparedness tips
and emergency updates
Twitter (www.twitter.com) to sign up to receive
tweets via text message:

@pinellasem for preparedness information and
emergency updates

@pinellasconews for general county information

and emergency updates
@pinellastraffic for real-time traffic updates

Nextdoor (www.nextdoor.com) to join our
partnership site in your neighborhood and
receive emergency notifications that impact
your area.

u YouTube (www.youtube.com/pcctvi)
for videos on how to prepare for emergencies
and historical hurricane information

e Pinellas County app. Includes Know Your
Zone, county news, PSTA bus information
and road/traffic signal/code enforcement and
other issue reporting.

News media. Use reliable sources of information
to receive official county news and weather
updates via radio, newspaper, TV, online and
mobile app.

Download news and weather apps. Enable the
notifications feature so you will receive breaking
news and emergency alerts.

Watch Pinellas County Connection Television
(PCC-TV). Visit www.pinellascounty.org/tv or watch
on Spectrum 637, WOW! 18 or Frontier 44.
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How do |
know my risk?

Know your zone.

Knowing your evacuation zone (also referred to
as evacuation level) is the first step to knowing
your risk and making your plans. Evacuations
will be called according to “evacuation

levels.” Check your evacuation zone at
www.pinellascounty.org/knowyourzone.

If you live in a mobile home you are considered

to be in a Level A evacuation zone/level, no matter
where you are located in the county, and must go
when evacuations are ordered for mobile homes or a
Level A or higher.

Evacuation orders issued by Pinellas County
are for the entire county, including cities and
unincorporated areas.

There are several ways to find out
your evacuation zone:

www.pinellascounty.org/knowyourzone

L[]

e Ready Pinellas mobile app

o Utility bill

e Property Appraiser records

® (727) 453-3150 (automated for landlines only)

Evacuations are ordered for storm surge risk as
shown on the map at the right.

EVACUATION GUIDELINES

(mobile homes MUST always evacuate)

Potential Surge Heights (in feet)

2018 Evacuation Zones
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Mobile Home Parks
(mobile homes MUST always evacuate)

Evacuate red areas and all
I.] up to 11’ mobile homes

Evacuate red and orange areas
B UP to 15' and all mobile homes

Evacuate red, orange and yellow
c UP to 20' areas and all mobile homes

u t 28. Evacuate red, orange, yellow and
p 0 green areas and all mobile homes

EVACUATION ZONES

§ Evacuate red, orange, yellow, green
E up to 35 and purple areas and all mobile homes

Areas shown in white are
non-evacuation zones.

Mexico

Evacuation Routes

What's the difference between

evacuation zones & flood zones?
Evacuation zones and flood zones are not the same.

EVACUATION ZONES

Based on Tropical Storm and Hurricane scenarios

FLOOD ZONES

Based on the probability of flooding from heavy
rain or high tides

Roads
in dark
blue are
evacuation
routes.

ot
e

Oid
Tampa
Bay

Based on ground elevation and proximity to water

Based on flood risk over period of years for
insurance and building purposes

Determined by the National Hurricane Center

Set by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency

Look up online at:
www.pinellascounty.org/knowyourzone

Look up online at:
www.pinellascounty.org/flooding/maps.htm
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How should I plan & prepare?

Review your
insurance coverage.

Not all insurance policies are created equal. Check
your policy or talk to your agent to make sure you
have sufficient coverage and to determine if any
home improvements would qualify for a discount
on premiums. Information on insurance policies
can be found through the Insurance Information
Institute at www.iii.org.

Questions to ask in reviewing
your insurance coverage

e What is my standard deductible?
What is my hurricane deductible?
Do I have flood insurance?

Do | have windstorm insurance?

Do | have enough coverage to replace my home

and belongings?

e Do | have loss-of-use coverage for temporary
housing expenses?

e Do | have coverage to rebuild up to current

building elevation codes?

Why do | need to evacuate?

Run from the water.

Evacuations are based on the forecast depth of the
storm surge. Storm surge is a dome of water that is
pushed on land by the force of the wind. It happens
fast and is extremely powerful, rushing over land and
overtaking everything in its path. It is the greatest
killer of people during hurricanes. Because

the water comes fast, evacuations are done well

in advance.

@ Six inches of storm surge can knock people off
their feet.

® One foot of storm surge can float many vehicles.
Two feet can sweep a car off the road.

e Storm surge can undermine, tear apart, or
move buildings.

Storm Surge:

hurricane or other intense storm.

e Debris in the water makes it even more dangerous.

Water in your house is powerful. Consider that three
feet of water in a 1,500-square-foot home weighs 135
tons. Compare that to an average pool, which holds
21 tons. You do not want to be in your house when
it fills with water.

If you wait until the storm surge is

Flood insurance

Homeowners insurance policies DO NOT cover
damage from rising flood waters. If you own a

home in a flood zone, your mortgage company

will require you to carry a separate flood policy.
Even if you don't live in a flood zone, consider the
additional coverage. Learn more about the National
Flood Insurance Program at www.floodsmart.gov.
Remember: a new policy takes 30 days to take
effect. For flood insurance technical assistance, visit
www.pinellascounty.org/flooding/insurance.htm.

Hurricane windstorm insurance

Insurance that covers damage from wind requires

an entirely different policy. Different carriers have
different waiting periods, so do not wait until a storm is
approaching to purchase this.

Other insurance

Consider insurance for mobile homes, cars,
boats and businesses to protect against storm
damage and flooding.

Hide from the wind.

Hurricane wind speed is described in categories from
1 to 5. The wind scale below will give an idea of what
damage to expect for each category.

coming to evacuate, it is too late. If
you are NOT ordered to evacuate prior
to a storm, no surge is expected at
your location.

You can see an illustration of how
storm surge would affect your property
with the Storm Surge Protector

on egis.pinellascounty.org/apps/
stormsurgeprotector or through the
Ready Pinellas mobile app.

If you live in a high rise building in
an evacuation zone don’t make the
mistake of thinking you will be safe if
you stay on an upper floor. The higher
the elevation, the stronger the winds
will be. If water destroys the ground
floor it can jeopardize the safety of the
entire building. You also will be cut off
from any assistance. When ordered to
evacuate, evacuate.

Storm surge is the greatest killer of people during hurricanes.

Sustained .
Winds ‘ Wind Damage

Very dangerous winds will produce some damage:

'I 74-95 mph Well-constructed frame homes could have damage to roof, shingles,
vinyl siding, gutters. Snapped tree branches. Power outages likely.
Extremely dangerous winds will cause extensive damage:

2 96-110 mph Well-constructed frame homes could sustain major roof and siding
damage. Many trees snapped or uprooted. Near-total power loss.
Devastating damage will occur:

o . 3 111-129 Well-built framed homes may incur major damage or removal of roof
An abnormal rise in sea level accompanying a (i) mph decking & gable ends. Many trees snapped. Electricity & water unavailable

for days to weeks.
Catastrophic damage will occur:

4 130-156 Well-built framed homes can sustain severe damage, including roof

(maior) mph structure & some exterior walls. Most trees snapped. Power outages for

weeks or months. Most of the area uninhabitable for weeks or months.
Catastrophic damage will occur:
High percentage of framed homes destroyed, total roof failure & wall

5 lomen llapse. Fall d les will isolate residential P

) or higher collapse. Fallen trees and power poles will isolate residential areas. Power
(major) outages will last for weeks or months. Most of the area uninhabitable for

weeks or months.

In 2017, Hurricane Irma only had wind gusts to category 1 strength in Pinellas County, yet power was out for
several days for many residents. Do not underestimate a hurricane or even a tropical storm.




Strengthen your home.

Adding storm shutters, garage door braces and
hurricane straps to the roof will make your home
safer from wind damage and could lower your
insurance costs. See page 9 for tips on preparing
your home for a hurricane.

Decide whether you will
use sandbags.

Sandbags may be helpful during flooding events

if the sandbags are stacked correctly. Commercial
flood barriers may be a better option and are
available online or from home improvement stores.
Do NOT rely on sandbags to save your home

or business from major flooding. They are not
effective for fast-moving hurricane storm surge.

If you plan to use sandbags or other flood
barriers, buy them now. They sell out quickly
when a storm is coming.

During some flooding events, the county and
municipalities may make sandbags available to
residents; however, quantities may be limited.
Check www.pinellascounty.org or your city/town
hall for updates. Most sandbag giveaway sites are
self-service. You fill the bags with sand and load
them into your vehicle.

Remember, sandbags generally don’t work in a
massive storm surge and flood, so if a hurricane
is coming soon, don’t waste precious preparation
time on sandbags.

For a 5'x3" area you'll need 55 sandbags,
properly stacked.

Elevation
Stair-Stepped

C 1T T DO
)

Plan
Overlapped

For information on the proper use of
sandbags search for "U.S. Army sand bag
techniques" online.

Should | stay or should | go?

Use this guide to see if and when you would have
to evacuate.
N> Start Here

Do you live
in a mobile
home park?

o
w

Go

You are considered
to be Zone/Level A
and must ALWAYS
evacuate when
Level A or higher
is ordered.

If you do not live
in a mobile home,
do you live in an
evacuation zone?

Look up your evacuation zone:
e (727) 453-3150 (automated —for land

My zone/
level is

Stay

lines only)
Ve vl st o www.pinellascounty.org/knowyourzone
be ordered to P Y-0rg b
evacuate in e Storm Surge Protector on

any hurricane. www.pinellascounty.org/emergency

Consider being and on the Ready Pinellas mobile app ®

a host home to o Utility bill ® .

friends and family. . Y Are you in
e Property Appraiser records “Evacuation

Zone A”?
You do know your zone!

Write it down and follow the guidelines.

Stay Go

If you are in Evacuation You must
Zones/Level B, C, D, or E ALWAYS
you should have two plans. evacuate.
If an evacuation is called When level
for your zone you will have A or higher
is ordered.

to leave. If your zone is not
included in the order you

can stay. '

»
»
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Stay or go?

What are my options?

Staying home?

If you live in an area that is not being evacuated,
staying home could be your best option. Staying at
home also avoids the hardship of trying to re-enter
the county after the storm, when bridges may be
damaged and traveling limited.

Before the storm arrives, check on others in the
neighborhood to make sure that they are ok

and have what they need. If you know someone
who may need special needs assistance, tell
them to contact their local fire department or call

Emergency Management at (727) 464-3800.

If you can shelter at home, please consider being

a host home by offering in advance to host friends,
family, colleagues or others you know who need a
place to shelter. Start a hurricane club with other
people from your neighborhood, social group or place
of worship. Companionship during a hurricane can be
a great comfort, and teamwork to prepare and stock
up for the event makes the work much easier.

I may have to evacuate, where will I go?

Once you know you
may have to evacuate
you have several
options: family and
friends, host homes,
leaving town, hotels
and public shelters.
Public shelter should
be your last resort.

Remember, you only
need to evacuate to
higher ground. The
best evacuation plan
could be a 15-minute
ride to one of your
options. Think 10s of
miles, not 100s.

Host home

Not everyone has friends or family who live in non-
evacuation areas or higher evacuation levels like
levels D and E. Those with nowhere to go often are
forced to stay in a public shelter, or worse, they
stay at home, which could be a deadly decision.
That is why the host home program is one of the
greatest services that an organization can provide
its members.

By using the tools provided on the Pinellas County
website, you can match up people who have to
evacuate with people who do not. Churches, civic
groups, community organizations and other agencies
can easily provide this service. Learn more at
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/hosthomes.htm.

Leaving town

Businesses can also consider opening up the
facility to employees and families.

All host homes should consider welcoming pets. Be
clear on the “rules” if you do so. Even if you require
that they stay in a carrier, they will still be safe and
the owner will be grateful. If you can’t host anyone
but have room for pets, consider making the offer
to shelter one or two. This would give the pet owner
more options for their own evacuation plans.

If you are invited to stay at a host home for the duration
of the hurricane, be a part of the preparations, helping
to secure the house and yard, gather emergency
supplies and even sharing the cost of a generator so
that you can all be more comfortable in the days that
follow a hurricane.

If you decide to evacuate the county, plan to leave
days ahead of the hurricane—generally before an

evacuation order—to beat overbooked flights and
jam-packed highways.

Plan on traveling to an area that is nowhere near the
hurricane’s potential path. There are many examples
of people evacuating to other parts of Florida, or to

a state to the north, where the hurricane ends up
hitting the hardest. The path of a hurricane changes—

Hotel

often at the last minute—and a single storm can be
hundreds of miles wide.

After the hurricane passes, you may not be able to
get back into the county right away. Flights may be
canceled, highways closed and bridges damaged.
Traffic may be restricted until it is safe.

If you know you have to be available right after the
storm, consider other options.

Be sure to make reservations early and call ahead
to confirm. Look for pet-friendly lodgings for your
cats and dogs and check pet policies. Check the
evacuation level of the hotel you plan to use to make

How will | get there?

sure it will not need to evacuate. Choose wisely and
remember to leave early enough so that you can
travel safely.

If you have to evacuate, be ready to leave your home
early because all of these services will stop when
conditions get dangerous.

e If you are in need of transportation to a shelter,
PSTA buses run free to shelters during evacuations
as long as it is safe. They also run regular routes.
Buses will stop running just before the winds
increase to give staff time to reach safety.

o If you need transportation or have special
medical needs, call Emergency Management at
(727) 464-3800 or your local fire department. They
can pre-register you for a ride to a regular shelter

L HAZARDS PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

or for a special needs shelter. You also may register
online at www.pinellascounty.org/specialneeds.

o [f you are driving to your safe place, be sure to
fill your gas tank as early as possible, get cash and
bring your Go Kit. Your goal should be to have all
preparations done by the time an evacuation order
is issued so you can leave as soon as the order
comes out.

e If you plan to use taxis or other commercial
transportation services, do so early. These
drivers may have to evacuate themselves and may
stop providing transportation during an emergency.

Why are shelters a

last resort?

Think of a shelter as a

lifeboat, not a cruise ship.
-—— — - — 'l

What public shelters are:

e Safe places to go during dangerous weather.

e |ocated at public schools, community centers
and churches.

Crowded—in a major evacuation, each person
could have a two-foot by five-foot space.

e Noisy, bright and busy.
e Uncomfortable, especially when they lose power.

What public shelters are NOT:

® Quiet.

Clean.

They do not take reservations.

They do not have cots or air mattresses or mats.

Most do not have generators, expect it
to get warm.

e They do not have much room so only bring
your Go Kit with supplies we recommend
(see page 11).

Be safe and take shelter during the storm. Consider
other options first, but you will never be turned
away if you go to an open shelter.

_ . et T
What do | need to bring to a shelter?
e Change of clothes for three to five days.

o While food and water is supplied, you must bring
your own food if you have any dietary needs
(Diabetes, gluten free, allergies, etc.). Consider
bringing some of your own comfort foods and
snacks as well.

o Medication (2 week supply).

e Twin-size air mattress, chair or yoga mat
to sleep on.

e Ear plugs, sleeping mask.
e Important papers.
e Flashlights.

For special needs sheltering, please see
additional items on page 8.




What public shelters might be open?

Pasco County,

3 ¥ 2
Not all shelters South County % 2 = S
i
17) Largo High School - i o
are Open for a" 410 Missouri Ave. N. - Largo renfer &
. %
evacuatlons' 18) High Point Elementary School | X
Check the website www.pinellascounty.org 5921 150th Ave. N. « Clearwater f iGosterman i i H 2
before heading to a public shelter to make ) ) 3 Z H
sure it is open. Updates on open shelters 19) Pinellas Park High SCh_°°| D g
will also be provided to local media. 6305 118th Ave. N. - Pinellas Park A
North County 20) Bauder Elementary School ° 5
1) Tarpon Springs Middle School 12755 86th Ave. N. - Seminole °
501 N. Florida Ave. - Tarpon Springs 21) John Sexton Elementary School X °° 6 I
2) Brooker Creek Elementary School 1997 54th Ave. N. - St. Petersburg S
3130 Forelock Road - Tarpon Springs 22) Lealman Intermediate School o S =y I o
3) East Lake High School 4900 28th St. N.  St. Petersburg : §,:7, .
1300 Silver Eagle Drive - Tarpon Springs 23) New Heights Elementary School o ¥ oy = < ?;'
4) Carwise Middle School 3901 37th St. N. - St. Petersburg : EL’“"”"EA
3301 Bentley Drive * Palm Harbor 24) St. Petersburg High School ° ool ;
. . ° [Sunset Point [Main St|
5) Palm Harbor University High School 74 2501 Fifth Ave. N. - St. Petersburg i — .
1900 Omaha St. + Palm Harbor 25) Fairmount Park Elementary School g— ; ——
6) Palm Harbor Middle School 575 41st St. S. - St. Petersburg H P! =
1800 Tampa Road - Palm Harbor 26) First Baptist Church of St. Petersburg : [14 Oid
7) Dunedin Community Center 1900 Gandy Blvd. N., St. Petersburg o ¢ Mm: Tampa
1920 Pinehurst Road * Dunedin 27) Boca Giega High School * f : Bay
R y : et
8) Dunedin Highland Middle School i 924 58th St. S. + Gulfport ] el ol e
70 Patricia Ave. * Dunedin 28) Gibbs High School 74 5 T g
9) Dunedin Elementary School 850 34th St. S. - St. Petersburg S e & Q
900 Union St. « Dunedin m |, =
29) John Hopkins Middle School i, B LF@ SE 190 I
10) McMullen-Booth Elementary School 701 16th St. S. -+ St. Petersburg L J *3 ) Hil \ dm-w’"’”
3025 Union St. + Clearwater 8 v [ o
30) Campbell Park Elementary School 8 [ m . >‘ =
11) Safety Harbor Middle School 1051 Seventh Ave. S. - St. Petersburg ) \s iﬁ al [ e =
901 First Ave. N. - Safety Harb g ! -
retave atety marbor 31) Jamerson Elementary School - - i 1 Z:f
12) Clearwater Fundamental Middle School 1200 37th St. S. « St. Petersburg Fkﬁ*; | 3 2
1660 Palmetto St. « Clearwater AN O sl =i
32) St. Petersburg College 3 [ ] g
13) Skycrest Elementary School Midtown Campus ety ‘i‘__‘k
10 N. Corona Ave. - Clearwater 1300 22nd St. S. -+ St. Petersburg o *‘% | % °
14) Belleair Elementary School 33) Gulfport Elementary School @ w (
1156 Lakeview Road - Clearwater 2014 52nd St. S. - Gulfport CEmE o
15) Ross Norton Recreation Center 34) Thurgood Marshall Middle School 3 920
1426 S. MLK Jr. Ave. -+ Clearwater 3901 22nd Ave. S. - St. Petersburg =
dAve’s 1
16) Oak Grove Middle School 'i.‘,\ 35) James Sanderlin Elementary School Gulf of 2 ﬁ e
1370 S. Belcher Road - Clearwater 2350 22nd Ave. S. - St. Petersburg Mexico 3 @
et-Friendly Shelters pecial Needs Shelters (see page [ |
#f Pet-Friendly Shel i&)s ial Needs Shelters (; 8) =)
Why do | always have to evacuate To protect your mobile home:
® Replace rusted anchors and connections.
L3 L3 L3 L3
if | live in a mobile home? * Tighten sraps.
. awnings and parts of the homes become missiles O et ameliiers Enel Sileles i mese il
Remem ber that mOblle in the wind, making the mobile home parks ® Fix wood rot and termite damage at connections,
. themselves dangerous places to be. joists and trusses.
hom ren fe in
o es. are not safe e Despite new tough laws, Hurricane Charley Before you evacuate:
a hu rricane. devastated Punta Gorda’s mobile homes in 2004. e Put shutters/plywood over windows.

o Community centers in mobile home parks are not e Remove loose items from around your unit.
safe to stay in due to debris.

If an evacuation is ordered, all mobile homes must
evacuate. Plan and prepare now to take shelter
somewhere else. e Elevate belongings if your park often floods.

e Hurricane Andrew destroyed 90 percent of the
mobile homes in Miami-Dade County in 1992. o Lower TV and radio antennas.

e Even newer mobile homes, built under tougher
laws, can’t withstand the force of hurricane-force

wind gusts or tornadoes. In addition, carports,

If you rent, discuss plans
with your landlord. rorrenters For landlords

e |ower/remove awnings.

e Consider getting insurance to protect your Take steps to make your rental storm-ready.
Renters and landlords need to talk about personal belongings. The landlord’s insurance As the storm approaches, secure your rental:
responsibilities for protecting the home in the does not protect anything that you own. o St viincens
event of a hurricane. There may be cases when e Always share emergency contact information .
the landlord wants renters to evacuate even if an in wri);ing. eEy ’ ® Make sure your tenants are safe and have the
evacuation is not ordered. Landlords and tenants : supplies they need if they will shelter there.
should put their agreement in writing. It may even e Ifyou ‘I"I"g evacuate, let your landlord know where e Make sure your tenants know their responsibilities.

i i you will be.

be included in the lease. e Take care of your responsibilities.

e Find out where your landlord will be staying.
e Check on your tenants before and after the storm.

PINELLAS COUNT PREPAREDNESS GUIDE
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What are “special needs” shelters?

Pinellas County’s special needs shelter program is
intended for those who need transportation and/or
require MINIMAL medical assistance. Registration is
required for those needing transportation.

Three ways to register for
a special needs shelter:

1) Fill out a form at
www.pinellascounty.org/specialneeds.

2) Call Pinellas County Emergency Management at
(727) 464-3800.

3) Call your nearest fire department. If you have a home
health care provider, discuss this with them.

Once you are registered, a medical needs review will
determine your eligibility for a special needs shelter. If you
do not qualify, other options will be discussed with you.

The county has
three special needs
shelters for residents.
Plan ahead and
communicate with
3 . friends, family or

- caregivers if you
_— el will need extra help
evacuating and sheltering during a storm.

If you have your own transportation, registration is
NOT required but is strongly recommended.

If you make other arrangements after you register, you
are not obligated to go to the shelter.

Keep in mind that the shelter will be inside a school
and will likely be crowded and noisy. It will be safe,
but it is not for everyone.

If you live in a nursing home or assisted living facility,
contact the administrator about emergency plans.
Let friends/family know the plan and share important
contacts with them.

If you are homebound or receive home health
services, discuss your plans with your caregiver.

|
_‘él

>
7

L .Sheltering With Your Pet

o If you will evacuate during a storm, make sure the
host home, hotel or shelter where you are going
accepts your type of pet.

Call Visit St. Pete/Clearwater at (727) 464-7200 for
options or search the web for pet-friendly hotels in
the area. Some hotels have emergency policies to
take pets in an evacuation.

e Do not assume a kennel will take your pet in an
emergency. Call ahead to find kennels in non-
evacuation zones that could take your pet.
Kennels require proof of vaccinations.

e Animal shelters, such as Pinellas County Animal
Services or SPCA Tampa Bay, CANNOT accept
your pets during an emergency.

e |f you plan to stay with a family member or friend
outside the evacuation zone, ask them now
whether you can bring your pet.

Horses.

e There are no public park areas to leave horses
during an evacuation, so it is important to make
arrangements in advance. More information is
available from the University of Florida/IFAS

Important things to know when
going to a special needs shelter:

e |t is recommended that you bring a family member
or a caregiver with you to the shelter.

e Personnel from Pinellas County Schools and
Florida Department of Health provide staffing at
special needs shelters.

e Assistance is limited to medical monitoring,
oxygen and some backup electricity.

o Oxygen is available, but the shelter could lose air
conditioning in a power outage.

e Bedding is not available in large amounts. Bring a
twin-sized air mattress. Residents who are unable
to sleep on the floor should consider a hotel or a
host home. (See page 6.)

Bring your “Go Kit.”

Let an out-of-town contact know where you
are going.

Wear comfortable clothes and sturdy shoes.

Service animals that are trained to assist a person
with a disability are allowed in any shelter, hotel
or motel—no registration required. Remember to
pack their supplies too.

Your pets will not be allowed to be with you in the
special needs shelter. It is important to make prior
arrangements for your pets. Dogs and cats with no
arrangements will be cared for by Pinellas County
Animal Services, who will bring your pet to the
Pinellas County shelter and return them to you when
you return home.

What to take to a special needs shelter:
e Any durable medical equipment or supplies you
may need such as:

« Portable oxygen.
« Eyeglasses.
« Nebulizer.

» Wheelchair, walker or cane.
* Hearing aids with batteries.
- Oxygen concentrator.

- ' How do | prepare for my pets?

Just like other members of the family, pets need to be part of your disaster plan. If you have to evacuate, do you
know if pets are allowed where you are planning to stay? If you are staying home, what will your pet need if your
family must survive without basic necessities after a storm?

Extension https://vetmed-extension.sites.medinfo.
ufl.edu/files/2011/10/Hurricane-planning-for-
horse-farms.pdf

Build a go kit for your pet.

o Download the county’s pet identification form at
www.pinellascounty.org/animalservices, fill it in and
tape it to your pet’s kennel.

Immunization records.
e County rabies tag.

Food & water with bowls (two-week supply) — can
opener if needed.

e Carrier or portable kennel (with room to stand and
turn around).

Muzzle, collar and leash.
Medications.
Toys/blanket.

Cat litter, pan and scoop.
Plastic waste bags.
Disinfectant.

Paper towels.

Take a photo of your pet to keep with you.

Should | involve my kids?

Definitely! Make plans with the whole family.

® Let children help build your emergency
preparedness kit (see page 11).

e Use matter-of-fact language to discuss safety
steps you will take.

e Play “let’s pretend” games with young children to
help them work out “what if” situations.

L HAZARDS PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

Helpful Links

Becoming Storm Smart - Pinellas County Emergency
Management https://youtu.be/qtNhzrm-fEo

Pinellas County Hurricanes for Kids Activity Book
www.pinellascounty.org/kids

Kids Get a Plan « Florida Division of Emergency
Management www.kidsgetaplan.com

Medications in the original container (2-week
supply). During a state of emergency, there is
no time requirement for refills.

Printed updated list of prescriptions/dosages.
(Ask your pharmacist.)

Wearable medical alert tag.

Blanket, pillow, cot, folding chair or air mattress.
(Special needs shelter cots are limited in number.)

Complete change of clothing for several days.
Activities (cards, games, books).

Special dietary items (sugar-free, low sodium,
gluten-free, etc.) with can opener if required.

Personal hygiene items (toothbrush, wipes, soap,
hairbrush, adult diapers).

Talking or braille clock.
Pen and paper.
Flashlight and batteries.

Portable radio and batteries.

Phone and backup battery.

Earplugs, headphones, sleep mask.
Important papers, valid ID, insurance card.
Printed list of contacts.

Written instructions or orders regarding your care.

Remember, if you must evacuate, you may have
to care for your pet for an extended period of time.
Plan accordingly.

If you do not yet have a carrier for your pet,
purchase one now. They may not be available later
in the season.

Post-disaster lost pets

After a storm, stray animals will be picked up

and taken to temporary collection sites and then
transferred to more permanent sites that will be
announced to the public. If you lose your pet, look in
the area around your home or call Animal Services at
(727) 582-2600.

Volunteer for pet pickup

Residents who will be brought to special needs
shelters will have their pets cared for by Animal
Services. Can you help the county transport pets for
citizens with special needs during an evacuation?
Call Animal Services at (727) 582-2600 for

more information.

Owlie Skywarn « National Weather Service
www.weather.gov/owlie

Ready for Kids « National Hurricane Center
www.ready.gov/kids

Weather Wiz Kids
www.weatherwizkids.com/weather-hurricane.htm




How can | prepare my home?  Howdo | secure

There are several simple steps to making your home storm ready, and they do not have to be expensive fixes. my boat?

No matter how seaworthy
ou or your boat is, do not
*Brace Your Gabled Roof Prepare Your Yard Zv:r co):15lijder stalying with

your boat in a hurricane.

Gabled roofs—two slopes that come together to a Rock mulch, sagging tree limbs and yard furniture )

peak at the top—are prone to failure if not properly are among the objects that could become deadly Make preparations early

braced in construction. High winds could cause missiles in high winds. Keep your trees pruned, and evacuate for your

your end wall to collapse. See the Florida Division clean out your gutters on a regular basis, and safety. Monitor weather ;

of Emergency Management’s Hurricane Retrofit when a storm is coming... and sea conditions closely. If watches or warnings

: o Aadi are issued, do not venture onto the water.
Guide for advice: www.floridadisaster.org/hrg. . . Dispose of any piles of loose tree limbs

Follow the tips below to minimize damage to your

or debris. f X
] vessel during a hurricane.
* + Bring in all large yard items, such as furniture,
Protect Your grils and bird baths. Marina Slip or Private
H + Do not drain your pool. Super chlorinate the
WIndows water and turn off the electricity. DOCk StO rage

Note: The bottom of the pool is one storage
option for outdoor furniture.

Your best option is to install impact
resistant windows or hurricane
shutters. Otherwise, be ready to
cover your windows with commercial
exterior plywood—7/16" minimum—
when a storm is approaching. Duct
tape provides NO protection. .

e Create a hurricane plan for your boat and file a
copy with the marina operator.

Take a photographic inventory of your boat and
its contents.

Purchase and stow mooring line for the storm—
the line should be about twice the diameter of
normal line.

When a storm is approaching, remove loose
items on the deck—Bimini tops, dinghies, etc.
—and store them on land. Shut off fuel lines
at the tank.

e Keep batteries charged; make sure bilge pumps
are operating properly.

Keep insurance up-to-date.
Secure hatches and doors.

N ——

y

Double up on mooring lines and spring lines to
secure the boat in its mooring.

Use several cleats to distribute the load
on the boat.

Allow extra line for tide and storm surge.

Where lines will rub, use several feet of chafing
gear—such as a reinforced radiator hose—

on both sides of where the lines will rub to
protect them.

Disconnect electrical, water and other
dock connections.

® Remove valuables.

Land Storage

e Store boat and trailer in a secure covered
building, such as a garage, if possible.

e [f left outside, secure using ground hooks
and straps.

1

1 o Fill boat partially with water for stability.

I Keep water away from engine/batteries.

1 e Put wooden blocks between trailer frame and
1 springs for extra support with added weight.

' Anchored Storage

1 CheCk Seals ® Remember the boat’s position may change

1 Replace any worn out weather stripping or drastically during the storm.

1 caulk around windows and doors. . e Anchor on the lee side of protective land rather
I Prepa re Your Vehicle than mooring to a dock.

' + Keep up with your car’s maintenance. e Use two anchors and no stern anchor.
*Brace Your Ga rage Door + Keep gas tank half full—fill tank during a e Line length should be six to nine times water
0ld garage doors in good condition can be Hurricane Watch. depth for storm surge shift.
braced with retrofit kits while new doors + Build a survival kit for your car: first aid, non- o Keep batteries charged; make sure bilge pumps
must meet stringent wind requirements. After perishable food/water, tire inflater, tool kit, are operating properly.

Hurricane Andrew, engineers determined four jack and spare tire, jumper cable, road flares, o Batten down the hatches!
out of five homes that suffered major structural flashlight, DC/AC power inverter, mobile
damage lost their garage door first. device chargers, map with shelter locations. DraWbridges
During the approach of a hurricane, Pinellas
*Protecting windows, gable roofs and garage doors are the most important steps to take. County’s 10 drawbridges will operate in a modified
mode to give preference to evacuating vehicle

traffic until the bridges go into lock-down position

S h o u I d I g et a g e n e rato r? to ensure barrier islands are evacuated and to

protect the bridges from wind damage.

A fyel-pgwereg ger:eratogcan k|§e|f your appliances ilr;zc\i/cEigors to Tvoid carbotn mogoxideﬁéscg;ure. e VLS. Cors: Guer willl ceselinge i loesl 2rd
gom? a Erl a Ylsas er eta)n wou b eep you more operate a genel:a;r indoors. . huﬁe state agencies to issue a special marine advisory
comlorta e. You can buy a small one to run your a generator in an attached garage, even with the when the bridge operations will be modified.
medical equipment. But keep in mind, generators garage door open.

come with the dangers of carbon monoxide, The 10 drawbridges are located at Pinellas Bayway,

e Plug appliances directly into the generator or use

Tierra Verde, Corey Causeway, John’s Pass,
a heavy-duty, three-pronged extension cord. ! Y Lauseway,

Tom Stuart Causeway, Indian Rocks, Dunedin
o NEVER plug the generator into a wall outlet— Causeway, Beckett Bridge, Park Boulevard and
e Use generators outdoors and away from windows this can cause electrocution. Treasure Island.
"REPAREDNESS GUIDE “

electrical shock and fire.
Follow these safety measures:




What should | do to prepare my business?

A hurricane or other major disaster could shut
down your business for weeks. It is critical to plan
ahead for a possible evacuation and determine
how your business would recover in the aftermath
of a catastrophe.

e U5
. Secure
- Your Business |

LLlld

ID & Papers
For Re-Entry

Steps to prepare
your business

® Assess your risk—internally and externally—
especially your business’ evacuation zone.
(See page 3)

e Analyze your critical business functions.

Plan for an alternate location; expect to work with
limited or no water, sewer or power for at least
two weeks.

e Communicate your disaster plan to employees;
specifically, when you will shut down operations
and send them home, as well as your plans for
reopening and your expectations of them.

Consider supply chain preparedness.

Back up your data and practice restoring
your technology.

Create an employee, vendor and key client
communication plan; share this plan and test it
with your employees.

o Assemble an emergency kit.

Review your business insurance coverage. Does it
include business interruption coverage that would
compensate you for lost income if your company
is unable to operate because of disaster-related
damage? If not, talk to an agent about whether this
coverage is a good option for you.

Keep cash on hand in the event you must work
without electricity.

Secure your building as a storm is approaching.

Turn off electricity, water and gas if your business
is in an area being evacuated.

Prepare a Go Kit with key contacts, insurance
policies, important documents and a photo
inventory of the interior and exterior of

the business.

Consider making your business a host home
shelter for employees if you are located outside
the evacuation zone. (See page 6.)

4

LL HAZARDS PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

Sign up for emergency notifications

e Sign up for emergency notifications and other
news from Pinellas County Economic Development
at www.pced.org/subscribe.

o Make sure members of your workplace
are signed up for Alert Pinellas,
www.pinellascounty.org/alertpinellas.

Emergency |
Business
Go Kit

Power

Keep Cash |,
On Hand

ID for re-entry

e Business owners and critical employees will need
identification such as an employer-issued photo
ID or corporate placard to gain access to their
facilities in a disaster area.

e Business owners should also be prepared to show
a license, utility bill or lease document with the
property’s address.

e Provide staff with an emergency personnel
list on company letterhead, including contact
information. State the need for early access and
the forms of identification your company has
provided to key personnel.

Barrier island business owners need an
Emergency Access Permit to re-enter after a
mandatory evacuation. (See page 13.)

Business go kit

e Key contact list—employees, key customers
and clients

Insurance policies and agent contact information
Backup files/drivers for electronic data

[ ]

L]

e Copies of contracts, plans, etc.

e Photo inventory of business inside and outside
L]

Property management contacts and repair vendors

Turn 0

Get help with business disaster planning

You can get help preparing a comprehensive
business continuity, emergency preparedness
and disaster recovery plan at no cost. Schedule
an appointment with the Florida Small Business
Development Center at Pinellas County Economic
Development at www.pced.org/sbdc.

.~ Back Up
Your Data

v
Turn Off
Water & Gas

Loan assistance to get
back to business

SBA disaster loans

Once a disaster has been declared, the U.S. Small
Business Administration provides low-interest
disaster loans to businesses of all sizes, private
non-profit organizations and even homeowners and
renters. SBA disaster loans can be used to repair or
replace real estate, personal property, machinery and
equipment, and inventory and business assets. For
more information, visit www.sba.gov.

Bridge loans

Should disaster strike, Pinellas County Economic
Development will help businesses apply for
Florida’s emergency bridge loan program. This
program provides a source of expedient cash flow
to businesses impacted by a catastrophe so they
can begin repairs and replace inventory. For more
information, visit www.floridadi loan.org.
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Build an Emergency Preparedness Kit

Basic Supplies

0 Water—at least one gallon of water per person
per day for drinking, and one gallon per person
per day for hygiene and cooking

0 One-week supply of fluids to drink and non-
perishable food that does not require cooking,
for example: dried fruit, canned tuna fish, peanut
butter, etc. (Remember comfort foods.)

1 Non-electric can opener

0 Medications and copies of prescriptions (Ask
your pharmacist for a printout. Get refills without
having to wait, once the governor declares a state
of local emergency that includes Pinellas.)

Rain gear

Flashlight or lantern

Battery-operated or hand-crank radio
Extra batteries

[y Ay W

First aid supplies—over-the-counter pain
reliever, anti-diarrhea medicine/laxative, anti-
histamine, anti-itch cream, antiseptic

1 Sanitation—wipes, antibacterial hand

gel, soap, toilet paper, hygiene supplies,
feminine supplies

Extra batteries for medical devices such as
hearing aids, etc.

Eyeglasses and extra contact lenses
Extra bottled oxygen if dependent on it

Small generator for electrically dependent
equipment like an oxygen concentrator
or nebulizer

Cash for when ATMs are out of service—small
bills will make purchasing easier

Books, cards, board games for entertainment
Full tank of gas in vehicle

Cell phone with charger, extra battery backup,
solar charger

Contacts in mobile device and in print
for backup

Information downloaded to your mobile device
(contacts, maps)

A paper map
Paper and pencil
Sunscreen

Insect repellent

Stay Kit for Home

Even if you are evacuating, these 0 Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air
supplies will be needed when you return. 1 Sheets of plastic and duct tape to seal windows
0 Two weeks of fluids to drink and non-perishable and doors if ordered to do so
food that does not require cooking, for example: 1 Matches or lighter in waterproof container
dried fruit, canned tuna fish, peanut butter, etc. Q Large garbage bags
Remember comfort foods .
. i Q0 Portable toilet—use one from a boat or camper,
Q Paper plates, plastic cups and utensils or make one using a 5-gallon bucket with lid,
0 Cooler with ice (Make extra ice in plastic bags and trash bags, chlorine bleach
plastic food storage containers and keep it in the Q Household chlorine bleach with medicine
freezer to keep food cold longer) dropper to disinfect or treat water. (Do not
0 Insect repellent use scented, color safe or bleach with added
0 Sunscreen cleaners.)
Q Tarps Q0 Extra gas if you have a ggnerator and
R | . . somewhere safe to store it
1 Rope or elastic cord (for tarps if necessa . .
P ( P ) 0 Extra propane or charcoal for outside grill
0 Whistle to signal for help
1 Battery-powered fan
1 Tools, including wrench to shut off water, utility a ke oh i fd
knife for sheeting and duct tape, hammer and Camera to take photos/video of damage
nails to make temporary repairs
Important Documents
Take photos of your document